




THOMAS ]. PALUMBO 
Churchville, Pennsylvania 
The fill-in poem is a 















does not rhyme with the second line, but if you substitute the ap­
propriate word for each parenthesized word or phrase, it will rhyme 
a nd scan. Place the answers under each other, and you will have 
created an acrostic whose first and last letters reading downward 
generate the name of a famous soccer player. 
The situation that the poem describes is a common one. The old­
est child in the family tells the youngest one that there is no such 
person as Santa Claus. The youngster comes to you with the ques­
tion and it is your job to convince the non-believer. There are 
two challenges contained in this poem. The first is the easy one 
of finding the answers and the corresponding double acrostic name. 
The second and much more difficult one is to compose the young­
ster's five response quatrains, using answers that spell out SANTA 









Is my .. (evidence)
 



































Pick a gr< 






































a first app 
